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IN 


GREAT, BRITAIN 


N OPPER was + e made in England by 
7 the Saxons and Danes, as may appear by the 
Old Mines wrought by them in ſeveral Coun- 
ties: But by means of great Quantities being 
imported from Abroad, that valuable Under- 


* was laid aſide for many Ages. 


ABOUT Thirty Years ſince, the Raiſing and Refi- 
ning Copper Ore was Revived in Exgland; and although 
the Quantity then made, was not One Fourth of what is 
I made, yet- there was not a ſufficient Conſumption 
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ragements, until the Art Was oy” to . of con- 


"Cape int — OS 3 — 


TH B Plenty of Britiſh Copper gave others Incourage- 


ment to Erect Works proper for Converting the ſaid Cop- 


per into Braſs, and Mills for manufacturing the ſame into 


Battery-Metal prepared, Oc. And after much Expence and 
daily Improvements. therein, they now make as good 


Cy as what 1s RE: zur Foreign Parts. 


B UT the ry (from whom, with much Diſf- 
culty, we got the Art of Converting Copper into Braſs, 
and manufacturing the ſame) finding themſelves depri- 
ved of a Part of that valuable ManufaQury, are ſtrug- 


gling hard to cruſh it in England, by falling the Price of 
their Broſs, and ſending it to. our Market about 15 5. per 
Hundred cheaper than they did before it was manufactu- 
Ted here; to the great Prejudice of the Omer and 1 50 
Manefelterier 0 of this N ation. 
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FOR by this means, many perſons who have labour'l 
to carry on the Copper and Braſs Manufacturies in England, 


have been laid under ſuch Difficulties, that above Two 


Thirds of all that attempted it, have failed therein, to 
the great Loſs of their Families. N otwithſtanding which 


en, ſome do ſtill continue their Endeavours to 
Pre- 
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preſerve to this Nation ſo conſiderable a Mavafelfiy 3 : 
who therefore humbly hope, the Legiſlature (ſeeing how 
precarious the Copper and Braſs Trade at this Time ſtands, 
and the great Danger of loſing ſo valuable a Branch to 
England) will be pleaſed to give ſuch Incouragement to 
the Subjects of Great Britain, as may preſerve within this 
Kingdoms ſo enen and Uſeful a Branch of Trade. 


SINCE the Erecting the Braſs-works in this Nation, 
there is near Three times the Quantity of Copper raiſed 
and refined as before; and about Two thirds of all the 
Copper ſo raiſed, is now converted into Braſs : But by 
means of the Copper Mines increaſing, and the Falling of 
the Price of Foreign Braſs, which occaſions large Quantities 
to be imported; there are now in Hand very great Stocks 
of Copper and Braſs, and alſo Copper Ore, which daily in- 
creaſe; to the great Diſcouragement of the ManufaQtu- 
rers in all thoſe Branches of Trade. 


IT is to be obſerved, That Meta! prepar'd. and Black 
Latter, are the ſame Species of Manufactury as Batten, 
and coſt as much Abroad, and are as valuable at Home, . 
and, in reality, are the beſt of Battery: Yet the one pays 
about 105. and the other about 205. per Hundred leſs 

| than Battery : And as theſe are inſeparable Branches of 
the Braſs Manufadtury, and are equal in Value, and coſt ag 
much Abroad ; it is therefore a Hardſhip on our own 


Manu- 


f £6] 
<= " MnuaBtories, that they do not pay equal Duties on 
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IP ir ſhould be objetted, & That — adding a 18 
Puty of 10 or 425. per Hundred on all Foreign Copper, 
* ( Eaft- India excepted ) and a farther Duty of about 
'«& 105. per Hundred on Foreign Braſs imported, it would 
4 diminiſh the Revenue of the Crown, by leſſening the 
Imports; it may ealily be made er to the con- 
1 by conſidering, | | 


* 


oj T H AT we are not to ſuppoſe the above 
propoſed Duty will prevent Importations of thoſe 

, __ Commodities ; and if little more than Half the 
"Quantity is imported at a higher Duty than is at 
-preſent, the Revenue to the Crown will be the ame 
as now. But admitting (for Argument ſake ) that 
there were no Copper or Braſs at all imported ; and 
ſuppoſing them, for ſome time paſs'd, to have paid 
3 or 40001. per Annum Duty, then the Queſtion will 


who are now ſuppoſed to ſubſiſt by means of theſe 
22 ManufaQuries, do not advance His Majeſty's Reve- 
nues by the Conſumption of divers Commodities of 
our own, which are ſubje& to Exciſes, more than 
the Duty on Copper and Braſs ariſes to? And, ſhould 
4 this Manafottare ſink in England, all the People i im- 
1 | ployed 
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naturally reſult, Whether about 30, ooo Perſons 
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ployed therein, would loſe their Livelihoods; and 


0 thereby be render d deſtitute of providing for them- 
ſelves and Families, and find it difficult to get more 
than Bread and Water. 


Secondly, THAT it may be made appear, that the 
Duty on Candles only, eſtimating the ſame at One 
Penny per Pound, which are conſumed by the Miners 
in raiſing Copper Ore, Lapis Calaminaris, and Pit-Coal, 
uſed in the Refining Copper, and converting it into 
Braſs, amounts to upwards of 6000 /. per Annum : 50 
that it may plainly appear, That the Revenue of 
the Crown will be augmented, and many Thouſand 
Families imployed, by preſerving to this Nation theſe 
valuable ManufaFaries ; which only want the further 


Countenance and Protection of Parliament, to Eſta- 
bliſh them. | 


THE extraordinary Improvements that have been 
already made in Copper and Braſi, in ſo ſhort a Time, are 
agreeable. to the Character the Engliſh have ſo juſtly ac- 


quired in all Parts of the World; (to wit) That they are 
more famous in 1 Improvements, than in Inventions ; of which 
many Inſtances. may be given; whereof only to mention 
two or three; viz. The great Perfection they are arri- 


ved at in making all forts of Glaſs, and Clocks and Matches, 
and A 


not being accuſtomed to other Buſineſſes, they would 
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RY the Curious Work done in Laas, Birmingham, th 


and other Places, in Iron, Steel, and Braſs ; the Originals all 
mm for the moſt part, were borrowed from Foreign. O! 
And as we now out-do all the World in many of in 

our Sor Arts, ſo we doubt not but the ſame may be th 
faid of the Copper and Braſs ManufaQures, in a little J. 
Time, if due Incouragement be given. *** = 


IT ſeems very evident, that for promoting a National 
Benefit, we ought to import no ManufaCtures that we 
are capable of making ourſelves; eſpecially ſuch as give 
Imployment to many Thouſands of our own Poor, and 
ſuch as when manufactur'd, their whole Amount are 
i clear Gaia to the Nation. And, whatever may be pre- 
WW tended as to the Ballance of I. BY j it is plain, we cannot 

* have a Commodity cheaper, than when it coſts the King- 
14 dom nothing but the Labour of its own Poor. 
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AND with regard to what may be ſaid of the Incou- 
raging Navigation, that turns in Favour of our Home Ma. 
nufactures now in Diſpute : For as Foreign Copper and Braſs © 
have but a ſhort Voyage, and take up but little Room, + 
they conſequently pay bur little Freight; Whereas there ; 

is a conſiderable Number of Ships imployed. in tranſport- 
Ing! the C oper Ore from Cornwall, Devon, c. to the urls, 

in oner. to be Refined Wore Pit. Coals do abound. | 0 091 
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AND as Providence hath ſo iariched our Hland with 
Mo valuable Mines of Copper and Lapis Calaminaris, and 
alſo furniſhed us with Underſtanding in the Refining ſuch. 
Ores, and Manufacturing the ſame ; ſurely, it was not 
intended by the Wiſe Diſpoſer of all Things, who made 
this Proviſion for the Inhabitants, and gave them this 
Treaſure, that it ſhould be confin'd to the Bowels of the. 
Earth by means of any Foreign Interpoſition. 


ALLOWING that our valuable Mines, this great 
Treaſure, had been ſo eaſie of Acceſs, and fo contiguous 
with the ſame Conveniencies of Pit. Coal, Ic. in any of our 
Neighbouring Nations; can we ſuppoſe, they would 
make it any Difficulty, whether the Copper and Braſs ari- 
ſing therefrom, could be procured cheaper from Abroad, 
than that which is only the Labour of our Poor, and- 
therefore is ſo much clear Profit to us ? 


UPON the Whole, it is evident, That this Nation 
can ſupply it-ſelf with Copper and Braſs of its own Produce, 
ſufficient for all Occaſions : there being at this Time 
much greater Dead Stocks of Copper and Braſs on the Un- 
dertakers Hands, than have been known at any Tifffe-in 
this Kingdom, beſides large Quantities of Copper Ores : All 
which are daily increaſing; and more Ores would be 


railed, and much more Copper and Braſs made, if Sales 


could be found for it. * 
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S Por Hundred cheapet” AR they were 
. K* was manufäctur'd in England; And cold Fo. 
reigners obtain their Ends, by importing Quantities At 
16w Prices, on purpoſe to fink our on Manlltbaty,!- f 
anch thereby diſconrage our further Progtels therein, it. 
s then eaſie to gueſs, that the natural Conſequen & theres! ©; 
of would be, to put it in the Power of Foreigners to ad- 
vance the Price of Braſs'to what: they' pleale,' and to tax 
u for the fame: at Pleaſure. rs o 0330 il „ nee 


200.19 708 ni 2283-67 10 ei 021554594 5 21 i 4 
AN as;this is not the Caſe of a; Few Perſons in a 
Private Capacity; but the Intereſt of the Whole Nation,: 
in which the Landed Gentlemen ſeem to he much cosgerned, : 
 Teeing - Copper Are is 50 in many Counties! in England, : 
* and Sens : 2 0120197 21575 um dt i 001901533 


1 T.; 10 ; therefore, i n! ly. Hoped, this Honqurable Houſe . : 
BE the Ls tereſt of, our National Prodgce, and +: 
__ , 
ID Playing Z of © our Poor : "And we doubt not, but they m w] 
. 5 fg ave < "duc Regard thereto, notewithanding any Iſinuge 
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